P&P tech talk

BY JOHN D

nereasingly, aviation software is

avatlable that's ueful not only

on the ground, but also in the

gir. Unforrunately, notebook PCs

are pooriy adapted ta the air-
cralt ‘cockpit—displays tend to wash
out in direct sunlight Gand can 'also be
wo baght for comfort st night) and,
unless you fy salo with an empry right
seat, there's no place to put the com-
puter. As a result, computers in the
cockpit have tended tobe either expen-
sive electronic [light bags (EFBs) or
limited-function personal digital assis-
tants (PDAs)

Well, navidero is out to change that
with the t*Pad 800, 5 a completely
separate display that straps 1o vour leg
driven by a 12-volt cigarette lighret
Amy notehook: PC running Windows
KP owith a VGA exwernal display oul-
put can run it navAero supplies soft-
ware that rotates the display through
270 degrees into o “portrait” orienta-

thon. The display also contains an “active
digitizer” that allows you 1o select menu
items, press on-streen butlans or even
input text using an on=screen keyboard,
one letter dt o time, with an electromic
stylus. The notehook PC can be placed
under a seat o keep it out of the way

I tried the t*Pad on a local fhght
near my home base in Modesto, Calil
I used it with a Mation Computing
M1200 Tabler PC, which I've config
ured as an EFB by installing Jeppesen's
FliteMap and Jepp¥iew programs
FliteMap provides fight planning and
moving-map functionality (when used
with o compatible GPS), while
[.;|'.]'|"'.'||_'1.l. pru'.".u_h_'-\ elecironle ver-
sions of Jeppesen instrument proce-
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navAero tePad 800

A great answer for notebook PC users in the cockpit

The biggest problem that 1 had with
the 1*Pad was installing us software on
the M1200. The 1#Pad runs only on [2-
volt power; riunning it on a 120-volt house
current réquires a DC adapter, which
navAero didn’t supply. The computer on
which [ was testing it has an extermal £D-
ROM, which only runs on a 1 20-volt house
current and can’t be operated from 12
volts. To get around this problem, [ copied
all the files from navAcre's installation CD
onto my compuiers hard disl, then car-

ried it and the 1*Pad out 1o my car
Physically. the-1*Pad looks like a
shghtly oversized (9.4x6.2x0 %-inch) PDA
glued 1o a Velero strap. The strap goes
on your leg, turning the t*Pad into an
electronic kneehoard. A six-loot cable
connects the t#Pad 1o a slightly larger
(6. 7x5.6x1 3-inch) interface box, which
can be stowed under a sear. Two shorter
cables connect the interface box 1o VGA
and USB poris on vour computer and 1o
the 12V cigarette lighter for power. Total
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naviero

navAero’s software allows you
to slide your notebook PC

urder the seat and strap on a
Sxbi-inch t«Pad display. The pilot
sefects information via an
electronic stylus,

wiight of the v#Pad is 3.6 pounds. not
mechding the computer thar drives i

Belore turning on the t*Pad, you'll
need to wm on your computer, install
navAero's software (note that you must
install the serial-USB driver before the
WACOM abler driver—bguring that out
ook me a couple al hours) and use what-
ever controls your computer manufic-
turer provided 1o/ direct the ourput 1o the
external VGA port. At this paint, vou
should get a display on the 1*Pad. You
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can now turn off the built-in displiay on
the computer (how to do this varies,
depending on the manufacturer and
model) o save batery, lile

The t#Pad has three buttons on the
front panel—a standby button, which
turns the display on and off, and wa
brighmess buttons. The interface unit has
five buttons, which can be used for a
vitriety of purposes, including adjusting
display color and contrast, and to over-
ride the primary brightness buttons, which
have a limited range

With display brightness set to maxi-
mum and contrast adjusted, 1 found the
t #Pad viewable in direct sunlight, although,
Al some "r"ll.""\.'.'ll'l.b:_ LIIIH]I"‘:-_ IT Camn ]Jll)l‘l.lll.'l" kb
lot of glare (polarized sunglasses help)
That's much better than the display on
my M1200, which washes out in bright
light At minimum brightness, the 1=Pad
provides a viewable display without over-
powering the other lights in the cockpit—
again, better than my M1200, which can
be oo bright for comfort avnight {although
the “Night Vision™ feature of jeppesen’s
FliteMap helps). On the other hand, |
tound the r*Pad’s 8:4-inch display a bit
small for comfort when viewing approach
plates, which show up well (in norml
light) on the M1200's 12-inch display. |

| had one major complaint at the time
of this writing: navAero's documentation
was inadequinte. Bur as we went 1o press,
the company expanded its original three-
page instllation guidr:, r11.;1!c:ir|t_'| it much
more camprehensive. The guide is avail-
able for download at navAcro's Website
The company is also shipping the hard
copy of the expanded instruction guide
along with the product to customers who
are h“:l.'"'lg 1L oW,

The vePad 80O has & manulacturer's
suggested retatl price ol $1,3%5, or less
ai yarious avionics dealers, which doesn't
include a computer to drive it or any avi-
ation software. It sounds high, but if you
already own a notehook PC and have
been looking fora way o use it in the
cockpit, the r*Pad 800 is perfect. Ask the
company fora-12-vol adapier so you can
set up the unit on the ground before tak-
ing it in the air.

For more information, contact navAero
at (BH6), NAV-AERO or log on to
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Johrt Y. Ruley s an inscrument-raed pri-
vite pilot and a fréelance writer speciallz-
ing in personal technology. and avigtion
E=mutdl Tim' at Jrulevi@ainet. com

Got
Checklist?

The Chacklist Infector™ will read your
checklists back to you In your own
voice, directly into your headphones
withaut disrupting vital communications
Endlessly customizabig, i allows you 1o
allocate space for everyday checklists
as well as critical emergency lists
Tremendous ease of use and interactivity
let vou defer items 1o the end of the
list. Also Included: Dual independant
reminders for instances such as switch-
ing tanks. The-unit face is only 17 x 257
To find out mare about how you can add
an extra measure of safety 10 your
S0Ps, visit us at www.PMA-Tech.com

; PMA-Tech.com
(B831] 630-0435
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